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HiLights

Welcome

Ευτυχισμένο το νέο έτος!

Another year has drawn to a close. From an H1 perspective we have had some changes 
with Evangelos Nomikos having retired last month after in excess of 20 years as part of H1 
before which he was the UK Club’s correspondent for many years. We will miss his humour 
and wisdom particularly in all things Greek. We wish him a long and healthy retirement.

I am pleased to report that we now have a new Loss Prevention Executive in place. 
Captain Konstantinos Karavasilis brings with him a wealth of sea-going and marine 
insurance experience and will be dealing with our local Members. We are particularly 
looking forward to his crew related seminars. Welcome to Kosta. 
 
On other matters we have had a busy year with seminars both here and in Cyprus along 
with various social events. 2020 is now upon us with IMO low sulphur fuel requirements 
now in force. This is causing a greater deal of uncertainty, however we are here to help.

We wish you all every health and happiness in 2020.

Daniel Evans
Regional Director and Club Manager

Hilights is a periodical newsletter from 
the Thomas Miller Hellas Team.

It covers the latest news and events from the 
region as well as topical issues affecting our 
Members. If you have any suggestions for 
future issues, please send your comments 
and ideas to Efcharis Rocanas at:  
efcharis.rocanas@thomasmiller.com
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Feature

Sulphur 2020
UK Club’s Risk Assessor, Ansuman Gosh, discusses IMO 2020 
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Introduction
The IMO 2020 global sulphur cap is upon us. It is 
expected that a robust and consistent approach 
towards implementation will be taken by Port State 
Control (PSC) regimes around the world. An important 
guideline from IMO in this context is the 2019 
guidelines for PSC under MARPOL Annex VI.

In order to establish whether a ship is in compliance, 
PSC inspectors will likely focus their attention on 
documents and procedures followed on board. In 
certain jurisdictions PSC inspectors will carry portable 
sulphur testing kits, some states have also indicated use 
technology such as drones with capabilities to measure 
exhaust emissions from ships funnel. If the results of 
these tests are inconclusive or indicate potential non-
compliance then additional sampling on board will take 
place for verification ashore.

Thus, It is important that ships’ crews are aware 
and familiar with this new regulation, associated 
documentation, procedures, equipment and are  
able to confidently demonstrate this knowledge  
to a PSC inspector.

Bunker Delivery Notes (BDNs) and Fuel Sampling
Details of fuel delivered on board for combustion 
purposes should be recorded by means of a BDN. 
The BDN should be accompanied by a Representative 
Sample of the fuel delivered - the MARPOL Sample or 
“as delivered sample”. There are number of mandatory 
information which must be available on the BDN as per 
new regulatory requirements under MARPOL Annex VI 
and has entered into force from 1st Jan 2019.

Many ships will also take commercial samples to carry 
out their own tests prior using the delivered fuel. The 
Representative Sample is to be sealed and signed by 
the supplier’s representative and the Master (or senior 
officer in charge of the bunker operation) on completion 
of bunker delivery and retained on board until the fuel 
has been substantially consumed, but in any case for a 
period of not less than twelve months from the time of 
delivery. BDNs and associated samples should be easily 
identifiable and filed properly on board. BDNs should be 
retained on board for at least three years after the fuel 
has been received on board.

It is important to note that the “as delivered sample” 
sulphur content should not be more than 0.50% m/m. 
There are two other locations where fuel sampling 
might be required by PSC: (1) downstream of the fuel 
oil service tank, close to the engine, (2) Downstream of 

the storage tanks, “in use” and “on-board” respectively. 
In accordance with ISO 4259-2: 2017, and allowing 
for a 95% confidence limit, the maximum amount of 
sulphur allowed in these samples is 0.11% m/m for  
ECA fuel and 0.53% m/m for global fuel.

In situations where the Commercial Samples (taken 
during bunkering) indicate a higher sulphur content 
than noted on the BDN and more than 0.50% m/m 
then the flag administration and Port state authorities at 
destination needs to be notified in writing without delay. 
Note that the ship will have likely sailed by the time these 
test results are known. Ship should not start burning this 
fuel without consultation with flag state and destination 
port authorities. In the event of any further investigation, 
the representative sample (MARPOL sample) will be 
used by PSC for further verification procedures.

Additional documentation and procedural 
requirements during PSC Inspections:

• International Air Pollution Prevention  
Certificate (IAPPC)

• Written procedures for fuel change-overs
• Shipboard Implementation Plan
• Tank plans and piping diagrams
• Fuel Oil Non Availability Report FONAR.
• Voyage records: ECDIS and navigation charts
• Oil Record Book Part I - all entries for internal  

fuel transfers, bunkering, retention, disposal  
should be entered appropriately and signed

• Engine logbooks
• Tank sounding records
• Documents related equivalent arrangements  

or alternate fuel.

IAPPC and Supplement 
The Supplement to the IAPPC details, in section 2, the 
way in which the control of emissions from the ship 
is achieved. Sulphur Oxides and Particular Matter are 
covered under section 2.3 of the Supplement. In this 
section, the sulphur content limit values for fuel are 
indicated for ships operating inside and outside of an 
ECA. Evidence that this criteria has been met needs to 
be supported by the BDNs kept on board. In situations 
where the ship is using equivalent emission abatement 
methods (a scrubber for example), these should be 
specified in the Supplement and listed under section 
2.6.” Thus the IAPPC and Supplement need to be 
updated to indicate the arrangements on board.
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Written procedures for fuel change-over
Ships burning different fuels to comply with the 2020 
requirements whilst entering or leaving an ECA should 
carry written procedures describing how the fuel change-
over is to be achieved. These procedures should allow 
sufficient time for the fuel service system to be fully 
flushed of all fuel exceeding the applicable sulphur limit, 
prior to entry into an ECA. Fuel change-over presents 
some challenges (such as avoiding fuel pump failure or 
seizure due to low viscosity of the distillate fuel oil), and 
risks (such as thermal shock to injection components or 
incompatibility of the fuels that may choke filters).

Fuel change-overs should be recorded in detail in the 
log book, as prescribed by the Flag administration. Items 
to be recorded include the volume of low sulphur fuel in 
each tank, the date, time, and position of the ship when 
change-over has been completed prior to the entry into 
the ECA, or commenced after exit from the ECA.

Shipboard Implementation Plan
This is not a mandatory document but recommended as 
PSC may consider the preparatory actions described in it 
(or the lack of such actions) when verifying compliance.

This document is specific to a particular ship and details:

• Risk assessment, mitigation plans and  
impact of new fuels

• Details of fuel oil system modification
• Tank cleaning plan
• Fuel capacity and segregation capability
• Procurement of compliant fuel
• Fuel oil change-over plan from conventional  

HSFO to 0.5% fuel
• Documentation and reporting procedures
• Tank plans and piping diagrams 

Studying these plans and diagrams will help PSC 
Inspectors understand whether the fuel change-
over has been undertaken properly, especially when 
used in conjunction with the fuel logs and BDNs. In 
addition, the capacity plan, tank sounding tables and/
or the stability information book will also provide the 
PSC Inspectors with useful information. Plans and 
piping diagrams should be updated in case of any 
modifications or new equipment.

FONAR
Any FONAR application along with correspondence with 
flag and next port PSC should be available on board. It 
is important to understand that FONAR should be used 
only as a last resort and should not be used repeatedly. 
Condition for approval of FONAR is expected to be very 
strict and repeated applications by a particular operator 
will attract negative attention.

Voyage records: ECDIS and navigation charts
Preservation of voyage details will allow the PSC 
Inspectors to understand the navigation of the ship 
and verify compliance.  Historic ECDIS routes and 
associated navigational activities and daily reporting 
communications should all be kept on board for 
interrogation by the PSC.

References:
• Res. MEPC.320(74) – 2019 Guidelines for  

consistent implementation of the 0.50% sulphur  
limit under MARPOL Annex VI

• Res. MEPC.321(74) – 2019 Guidelines for  
port state control under

• MARPOL Annex VI Chapter 3

• MEPC.1/Circ.864/Rev.1 2019 – Guidelines for 
on-board sampling for the verification of the sulphur 
content of the fuel oil used on board ships

• MEPC.1/Circ.881 – Notification on early application 
of the verification procedures for a MARPOL Annex 
VI fuel oil sample (Regulation 18.8.2 or 14.8)

• MEPC.1/Circ.882 – Guidance for port state  
control on contingency measures for addressing  
non-compliant fuel oil

• MEPC.1/Circ.883 - Guidance on indication of ongoing 
compliance in the case of the failure of a single 
monitoring instrument, and recommended actions to 
take if the exhaust gas cleaning system (EGCS) fails 
to meet the provisions of the 2015 EGCS guidelines

• MEPC.1/Circ.878- guidance on the development 
of a ship implementation plan for the Consistent 
implementation of the 0.50% sulphur limit under 
Marpol Annex VI

• European Maritime Safety Agency, Sulphur  
Inspection Guidance, Version May 2018

https://ibia.net/new-regulatory-bdn-requirement-from 
-1-january-2019-what-it-means/

continued
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Ships burning different fuels to comply with the 2020 
requirements whilst entering or leaving an ECA should carry 
written procedures describing how the fuel change-over is to 
be achieved. These procedures should allow sufficient time for 
the fuel service system to be fully flushed of all fuel exceeding 
the applicable sulphur limit, prior to entry into an ECA.
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The International Group
As a member of the IG, the Club participates in the 
Group’s claims sharing (“pooling”) arrangement and 
its reinsurance programme. An overview of the 2019 
pooling arrangement can be seen below.1

The pooling of very large claims is key to the operation 
of the Club, as it would be difficult and/or expensive 
to obtain reinsurance for such large limits. However, 
collectively, the IG can do this efficiently. In particular:

• The General Excess of Loss (“GXL”) reinsurance 
programme covers US$2bn in excess of the Pool 
ceiling of US$100m (subject to an annual aggregate 
deductible for part of the GXL layer).

• The “Collective Overspill” reinsurance cover is 
purchased annually by the IG to provide protection 
in respect of claims exceeding the upper GXL cover 
limit of US$2.1bn.

The IG reinsurance programme has proven beneficial 
in years with very large claims such as the Costa 
Concordia claim in 2011, which was a single loss 
costing nearly $1.5 billion. This put significant strain on 
commercial reinsurers, but the IG Clubs were protected.

The rates that were charged to the IG members for 
2019 were as follows: 

Tonnage category 2019 rate per gt (US$)

Persistent oil tankers 0.5747

Clean tankers 0.2582

Dry cargo vessels 0.3971

Passenger vessels 3.2161

Club Reinsurance
In addition to the IG, the Club also has its own 
reinsurance programme to cover its retained claims. 
This provides some major advantages:

• Reinsurance is used to protect the Club’s 
underwriting results from unusually high claims costs. 
As the Club Retention has increased in recent years 
(currently $10 million), the financial impact of several 
large claims can be significant.

• The Club needs to hold sufficient funds in order to 
cope with the risks it faces and to meet regulatory and 
credit-rating requirements. Purchasing reinsurance 
reduces the Club’s risk and therefore the level of 
Members’ capital needed to back its insurance risks.

Value for Members
An added benefit for the UK Club’s Members is the 
existence of its approved Internal Model. This helps 
the Club to understand and quantify its risks in detail, 
which greatly helps with the purchase of reinsurance as 
well as other business decisions. As the model is used 
to calculate the Club’s regulatory capital requirements, 
it can fully recognize the benefit of its reinsurance 
programme, thereby reducing the requirements and 
increasing capital efficiency.

As a result of this, the Club’s reinsurance programme 
improves both the stability and cost effectiveness of 
Member’s premium requirements over time.

UK P&I Reinsurance
The UK P&I (“Club”) has been offering marine third party liability cover to its 
Members for 150 years. Paschalis Nikas discusses reinsurance, a key tool used to 
manage the risks associated with the wide range of liabilities covered that can give 
rise to very large claims, both by the Club and the International Group (“IG”).

1  A more detailed graph including the participation of the Group’s captive “Hydra” as well as the Individual Club Retention (ICR) 
can be found in the IG website: https://www.igpandi.org/reinsurance

Club Retention
$10m

Upper Pool

$100m

Lower Pool

$50m

General Excess of Loss

$2.1bn

Collective Overspill

$3.1bn
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The bespoke online portal offers Members and their 
brokers significantly enhanced online services with 
access to essential data 24/7 from any device or phone.

Whether you want to manage your policy directly, check 
your claims record or you’re a broker who wants to view 
all your clients in one easy location, the new Member 
services will allow you to do it all.

Key benefits include:

• Help at your fingertips. The new platform is packed 
full of features designed to take the hassle out of 
managing your insurance

• Thomas Miller Connect is safe & secure

• 24/7 Access to all insurance documentation

• View & manage your insurance in one place with 
quick access to policy documentation to payments 
and debit notes. Links to essential documentation

• Check Premium and Contra balances online

• Download claims records direct from the system  
to multiple file formats

• Complete and submit application forms for  
Bluecards or MLC online

Whether you want to manage your policy directly, check 
your claims record or you’re a broker who wants to view 
all your clients in one easy location, the new Member 
services will allow you to do it all.

Simply email your usual Club contact for access.  
Once your account has been set up you will receive  
an on boarding email with all the details including  
your username.

This is the first of the planned releases. More 
services will be added from the Club in future.

Thomas Miller Connect –  
the new online services platform
The UK P&I Club, in conjunction with the TT Club and  
UK Defence Club, has launched a new online services platform.

Feature
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Five group discussions were conducted, starting with 
“The Benefits of Creative Disruption” where Patrick 
Joseph, Director of Uirtus Marine Services Ltd focused 
on the administrative burden on Captains and crew 
suggesting that a pool of staff created to operate 
as an offshore team supported by state of the art IT 
applications and technology can support vessels and 
enable a focus on navigation rather than administration. 

The second discussion, led by Yannis Triphyllis, Member 
of the Executive Committee of the Hellenic Chamber 
of Shipping, focused on sources of finance along with 
George Gourdomichalis, President and MD of Phoenix 
Shipping and Trading and John Patiniotis, Finance 
Managers of Carras Hellas.

Alexandra Couvadelli, opened the third group 
discussion, 2020 Sulphur Cap with a presentation 
on Quality Concerns, describing the stability and 
compatibility of LSFO, practical precautions that need 
to be taken such as the development of onboard 
plans for fuel segregation and compatibility testing, 

tank cleaning and engine maintenance. Contractual 
considerations that need to be assessed, such as 
ISO 8217:2017 and any subsequent amendments, 
Publically Available Standard (PAS ) – ISO PAS 23263 
– expected in Q4 2019 and bunker quality clauses, 
BIMCO Bunker Quality Control Clause for Time 
Chartering were discussed in particular.

The fourth group discussion, opened by Dinos 
Arcoumanis focused on slow steaming and was 
elaborated by Panos Zachariadis, Constantinos Rokkos, 
Dr George D. Pateras and Stavros Hadjigrigoris while 
the fifth and final group discussion opened by Yanna 
Pavlopoulou, Managing Partner, CommonLAWgic 
focused on future prospects through a presentation 
on economic models that favor shipowners’ interests. 
Dri Pannikos Poutziouris, Mr. Tsavliris and Mr. Antonis 
Mavrakakis also contributed to this group discussion.

The Hydra shipping Conference ended with closing 
remarks from Emmanuel Vordonis, former Executive 
Director of Thenamaris Ship Management. 

The 10th Hydra Shipping Conference, organised by the Fraternity of the Athenian Hydriots was conducted 
on 14th September, 2019 at the Conference Hall of the Holy Cathedral of Hydra, under the auspices of 
the Ministry of Shipping, the Hellenic Chamber of Shipping, the Hellenic Marine Environment Association 
(HELMEPA), the Hellenic Shipbrokers Association (HSA), the Piraeus Marine Club, The Yacht Club of Greece, 
the International Propeller Club of the United States and the Hellenic Offshore Racing Club (HORC).

Out & About

10th Hydra Shipping Conference
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The Seminar was dedicated in memory of Professor 
Dora Nikaki a distinguished academic teacher in Wales 
but also supported the postgraduate programme of 
Athens Law School. The speakers were professors 
from the above three academic institutions, Dr. 
Manolis Konstantinidis, Head Legal Counselor of 
Eastern Mediterranean, Simon Croall QC of Quadrant 
Chambers, Professor George Theocharidis of WMM 
and our Alexandra Couvadelli, Senior Claims Director.

Mrs Lia Athanassiou Professor of Law School 
introduced a very interesting subject of automated 
ships and identified a number of issues with the latest 
technological developments. Professor Athanassiou’s 
projection is that it is more likely that autonomous ships 
will be seen in the bulk, container and ancillary services 
such as towage industries rather than in the oil and 
transport industries. Professor Athanassiou identified a 
number of advantages such as reduction in the ships’ 
daily fuel oil consumption and ships’ operation costs. 
Professor Athanassiou also pointed out that there are 
likely to be a number of challenges which will arise as a 
result of the lack of expertise and lack of reaction when 
the human element is removed from the equation. 

Professor B. Soyer Director of Institute of International 
Shipping and Trade Law in Swansea discussed 
switching bills of ladings and identified a number of 
risks in agreeing to switch for illegitimate reasons. One 
of the main risks is the possible impact on P&I cover, if 
the bill of lading is anti-dated or post-dated or contains 
a description of the cargo or its quantity which the 
shipowner or an officer of the ship knows is incorrect.

Dr Manolis Konstantinidis presented the factual 
and legal basis of the underperformance and 
overconsumption claims often raised by the charterers 
and the owners’ defenses on the basis of several 
charterparty clauses commonly agreed between the 
parties. The notions of “continuous warranty”, “good 
weather period”, “adverse weather”, “adverse influence 
of current and swell”, “about”, “double about”, “favourable 
current” were also discussed. 

Dr Konstantinidis also discussed the new IMO 2020 
Regulations and the probable consequences from 
non-compliance in various jurisdictions were analysed. 
Dr Konstantinidis explained the advantages and 
disadvantages of each of the two main solutions, i.e. the 
installation and use of scrubbers and the consumption 
of compliant low sulphur fuel oil. The possible 
challenges of the new IMO regulations were presented 
including the quality and quantity of bunkers, the 
possible unavailability of low sulphur bunkers during the 
time of the ship’s delivery/ redelivery, possible detention 
of a ship due to actual or suspected breach, etc. 
Possible solutions were proposed and the New BIMCO 
clauses, as well as the FONAR requirements were also 
analysed in detail.
 
Alexandra delivered an analysis on vetting and approval 
clauses in a charterparty context. She made reference 
to a number of decisions and provided a detailed 
analysis on The “ELLI and The FRIXOS “ [2008] case 
which involved ships which were single hull tankers 
time chartered under the ShellTime4 form. During 
the charter new international MARPOL regulations 
for the transportation of certain liquid cargoes came 
into force which would have serious effect on the 
cargoes that could be carried by the ships. The ships 
were not in compliance with MARPOL regulations 
enforced and as a result the trading of the ships was 
effected. Thereafter a dispute arose between owners 
and charterers, where the latter claimed breach of the 
warranty on the part of owners to provide a ship “in 
every way fit”. Both High Court and Court of Appeal 
confirmed that the ShellTime 4 form require the ship 
to be “physically but also legally fit” to perform her 
intended under the charterparty use to carry permitted 
cargo. The Court of Appeal has also confirmed that the 
owner was in breach of its due diligence obligations 
to remedy the deficiency and the question of costs in 
doing so being irrelevant to the issue.

Alexandra then provided a practical overview of the oil 
industry’s ship inspection reports programmes “SIRE 
reports” and their importance in the charterparty 

3rd advanced seminar on 
international maritime law, 2019

Feature

The 3rd Advanced Seminar on International Maritime Law was organised by the 
Athens Law School in conjunction with the University of Swansea (UK) and Texas 
(USA) and took place from 10th to 12th July 2019 at the Evgenidio foundation.
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context. The case of The “SEAFLOWER” (No. 2) [2001] 
was considered in detail. The charterparty included an 
additional oil major approval clause whereby owners 
guaranteed to obtain within 60 days an approval 
from Exxon in addition to Mobile, Conoko, BP, Shell 
approvals. The Court decided that charterers should 
have kept the ship on charter and to claim damages 
for the loss of trading opportunity of the ship. The 
“SEAFLOWER” decision concludes that unless a 
contract provides for the contrary, lack oil major 
approval amounts to a breach of charterparty giving a 
right to charterers claim for damages but it does not 
give the charterer the right to terminate. 

Finally, Alexandra addressed the definition of Oil Major by 
considering the case of The “SAVINA CAYLYN” [2011], 
which was heard on appeal by the Commercial Court 
following a London arbitration award. The dispute arose 
following charterers’ termination of the a time charter on 
the grounds that owners had failed to maintain approvals 
from particular oil majors stated in the charterparty. The 
court decided that to the extent that the wording of the 
oil major charterparty clause was clear and required 
vetting review and inspection to be a nomination by 
charterers, there was no margin for owners to present 
a SIRE inspection by other oil majors not expressly 
mentioned in the clause. On the meaning of approval by 

Oil Majors, Alexandra provided an analysis based on the 
The “ROWAN” [2011], which highlighted the difficulties 
owners may face when they warrant that the ship is 
“approved” by the oil majors. Finally, reference was made 
to the bulk carrier vetting by reference to The “SILVER 
CONSTELLATION”[2008] decision where the charterers 
sought to include a comment that the owner obtained 
approval for the ship under the Rightship private vetting 
scheme on the basis that it was an unspoken contractual 
requirement in the dry bulk trade. The dispute was 
referred to London arbitration where the tribunal found 
in charterers’ favour. The owners filed an appeal before 
the English courts where the tribunal’s decision was 
reversed The High Court raised a distinction between 
public and private requirement and decided that, unless 
expressly provided for in the charterparty, there is no 
general obligation upon an owner to obtain or maintain 
Rightship approval. The court opined that the Rightship 
approval is not a “certificate” required to comply with 
port requirements and/or to maintain a ship’s eligibility 
for trading. In conclusion owners and charterers should 
carefully consider prior undertaking vetting commitments 
and unless they are prepared to and able to comply with 
this strictly construed obligation. Alexandra’s presentation 
came to an end with a caution that careful draftmanship 
should define vetting obligations in the most precise and 
detailed manner.

Professor Athanassiou’s projection is that 
it is more likely that autonomous ships will 
be seen in the bulk, container and ancillary 
services such as towage industries rather 
than in the oil and transport industries. 

13Hellas HiLights January 2020



Out & About

Andros International Yacht Race
The UK P&I and UK Defence Club sponsored the yacht Aristofani which took part in 
the Andros International Yacht Race from 29th August to 1st September, in Greece.
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The yachts race from Vouliagmeni in the Saronic Gulf to the island of Andros, a 
distance of approximately 80 nautical miles. Offshore races on the Saturday had to 
be cancelled due to high winds before the boats headed off for the return leg on the 
Sunday. Our own Michael Chanouzas and Alec Kyrle-Pope, Tia Thomas, Costas Zoidis 
and Mark Beare were part of crew, captained by Olympic sailor Panagiotis Kambouridis.

Having won the Andros cup last year the team was unable to repeat that feat due to 
sail damage on the outward leg. The team redeemed themselves on the return leg.
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A topic very relevant today bearing in mind various issues facing Members 
including trade wars and a myriad sanction issues. Stephen Gordon of 
Clarksons Research Services gave and in-depth overview of shipping 
markets and factors influencing freight rates. This was followed by a 
presentation from Adam Smith partner at the Washington office of 
international US law firm Gibson Dunn LLP. Adam provided fascinating 
interesting insights into OFAC where he worked for over 5 years.

This was followed by a presentation by Michael Chanouzas (Jim Roberts 
in Limassol) on various legal issues that can arise from Geopolitical risks. 
Both seminars were followed by a cocktail reception. 

UKDC Athens & Cyprus Seminar
This year’s UKDC seminar – held both in Athens and in Limassol 
– was very aptly named “Trading in Uncertain Times.”

Events
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Spotlight on: Mark Beare
Our new ‘Spotlight on’ series focuses on providing an inside view of a member of our 
Hellas office. Second in the series is Mark Beare...

What are your hobbies  
and favourite pastimes?
Playing football and supporting my team 
(Tottenham) are top of the list. With the way 
Tottenham have been playing recently I still haven’t 
ruled out the chance of a call-up…

When time permits, I also really enjoy cooking and 
experimenting with various cuisines. 

What is your favourite food?
Anything and everything although Asian cuisine  
is probably my favourite. Thai and Indian curries  
in particular!

What is the most recent book  
you read and enjoyed? 
“How to be a footballer” written by the World 
famous author Peter Crouch. Why this book?  
See the answer to question 1.

What is your favourite film?
This is an extremely difficult question. There are 
so many amazing films but if pushed to choose I 
would probably have to say “The Usual Suspects”. 
(I’m sure that I will have changed my mind by the 
time this is published…)

You spent some time at sea, are there any 
particular experiences you miss or are happy  
no longer form part of your day-to-day?
I feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity 
to sail on some fantastic vessels and I have some 
very fond memories as a result. There are probably 
two standout memories.

My first trip as a deck cadet was on a general 
cargo vessel and after joining the vessel in Le 
Havre, France we proceeded West across the 
Atlantic and ended up circumnavigating the globe. 
Particular highlights were transiting the Panama 
canal, before having unusually long port stays (by 
today’s standards) in places like New Zealand, Tahiti 
and a raft of small Pacific Islands. Our penultimate 
call before proceeding back towards Europe was 
Singapore where my desire to purchase a new 
stereo almost resulted in me missing the vessel’s 
departure – note to self, when presented with a strict 
deadline to return to the vessel, check in advance if 
there are any planned road closures on account of, 
for example, Chinese New Year celebrations.

I will also never forget the first time I witnessed a 
perfectly clear sky at night whilst standing on the 
vessel’s bridge wing during a transit across the 

Spotlight
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Atlantic Ocean. All you could see were millions of 
stars stretching from one horizon to the other. Truly 
breath-taking!

What made you decide to study law 
afterwards?
Life at sea can present you with amazing 
experiences but it is a difficult lifestyle to get used 
to. I realised rather quickly that I did not want to 
stay at sea for my entire career therefore I was on 
the “lookout” (pardon the pun) for an alternative 
career path that was still connected with the sea. 
Part of the training towards becoming a deck 
officer involved studying law modules. From the 
very first lesson I was hooked.

How and when did you enter the P&I world?
It is almost 11 years ago to the day that I moved 
to London having secured a job with another P&I 
Club. It was a very steep but necessary learning 
curve and I haven’t looked back since.

How come you decided to move to Greece?
Aside from my love for sand, sea and sunshine 
I have always harboured a desire to live abroad. 
Having a Greek wife may have also had something 
to do with it. 

If you weren’t working at Thomas Miller,  
what would you be doing?
When I was younger I enjoyed assisting with 
coaching some of the youth football teams during 
my spare time. I’d like to think that I would have 
been doing something like this but in reality it would 
probably something more mundane like accountancy.

What does a typical working day involve? 
Once in the office, having safely navigated the 
calming Piraeus traffic, the first stop is the kitchen 
to grab a cup of tea (English style) which I sip 
whilst trawling my way through my work inbox 
(secretly praying that there has not been a major 
casualty overnight). Having had my head buried in 
a charterparty or two during the course of the day  
I always try to press the “reset button” by going for 
a walk around the Piraeus streets. 

I often find myself wondering around the docks 
as the smell generated from the ships provoke 
memories from my time at sea which is bizarrely 
therapeutic. The afternoon in the office usually 
passes by in a flash. If it’s not one of the days 
where I have a Greek lessons straight after work, 
I will pop into a very well-known public house for 
a quick “refreshment” before heading home to the 
peace and quiet that is a house that has a 2 year 
old child within.

Spotlight
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Contact Details

Senior Management and Underwriting

Andrew Taylor CEO +44 20 7204 2172 andrew.taylor@thomasmiller.com

Daniel Evans Regional Director / 
Club Manager

+30 6944 791 623 daniel.evans@thomasmiller.com 

Paul Collier Senior Underwriting 
Director

+44 20 7204 2063 paul.collier@thomasmiller.com 

James Petrie Underwriting 
Director

+44 20 7204 2467 james.petrie@thomasmiller.com

Tania Bourla Underwriter +44 20 7204 2087 tania.bourla@thomasmiller.com

Hellas 1

Marc Jackson Syndicate Manager +30 210 458 5228 marc.jackson@thomasmiller.com

Alexandra Couvadelli Senior Claims Director +30 210 458 5215 alexandra.couvadelli@thomasmiller.com

Cedric Chatteleyn Senior Claims Director +30 210 458 5225 cedric.chatteleyn@thomasmiller.com

Konstantinos Karavasilis Senior Loss  
Prevention Executive

+30 210 4585219 konstantinos.karavasilis@thomasmiller.com

Mark Beare +30 210 458 5226 mark.beare@thomasmiller.com

Panagiotis Alikaris +30 210 458 5220 takis.alikaris@thomasmiller.com

Christos Aporellis +30 210 458 5217 christos.aporellis@thomasmiller.com

Caroline Avgerinou +30 210 458 5214 caroline.avgerinou@thomasmiller.com

Michael Chanouzas +30 210 458 5238 michael.chanouzas@thomasmiller.com

Evangelia Ioannidou +30 210 458 5226 eva.ioannidou@thomasmiller.com

Efcharis Rocanas +30 210 458 4212 efcharis.rocanas@thomasmiller.com

Costas Zoidis +30 210 458 5229 costas.zoidis@thomasmiller.com

Costas Panoskaltsis +30 210 4585 235 costas.panoskaltis@thomasmiller.com

EMEA 2

Lisa Clark Syndicate Manager +44 20 7204 2607 lisa.clark@thomasmiller.com

James Roberts Senior Claims Director +44 20 7204 2208 james.roberts@@thomasmiller.com

Nick Milner +44 20 7204 2128 nick.milner@@thomasmiller.com

Laura Starr +44 20 7204 2707 laura.starr@thomasmiller.com

George Huxley +44 20 7204 2718 george.huxley@thomasmiller.com
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Thomas Miller P&I Ltd –London
Tel: +44 20 7283 4646 Fax: +44 20 7283 5614

Thomas Miller (Hellas) Ltd –Piraeus H1
Tel: +30 210 42 91 200 Fax: +30 210 42 91 207/8

Thomas Miller (Americas) Inc –New Jersey
Tel: +1 201 557 7300 Fax: +1 201 946 0167

Thomas Miller (Hong Kong) Ltd –Hong Kong
Tel: + 852 2832 9301 Fax: + 852 2574 9954 

ukpandi.com / ukdefence.com


