
Federal & State Pollution Laws
Summaries
- Liability and Compensation
- COFR and VRP Requirements



Federal OPA

Alabama

Alaska

California

Connecticut

Delaware

Florida

Federal &
State Laws

Responsible Parties Nature of Liability Statutory Defenses
(*See note) Cleanup Costs NRD Property Damage &

Consequential Loss
Pure Economic
Loss

Test for Breaking
Right of Limitation

Recoverable Damage & Limitation

Federal & State Laws on Liability



Georgia

Guam

Hawaii

Louisiana

Maine

Maryland

Massachussetts

Mississippi

New Hampshire

New Jersey

Federal &
State Laws

Responsible Parties Nature of Liability Statutory Defenses
(*See note) Cleanup Costs NRD Property Damage &

Consequential Loss
Pure Economic
Loss

Test for Breaking
Right of Limitation

Recoverable Damage & Limitation



no recoverability

no recoverability

no recoverability

unlimited

State cleanup costs
cannot exceed OPA90
limits.

unlimited

unlimited

unlimited

$1m for vsl <300gt
that do not carry oil;
$5m for vsl < 8000gt;
$600/gt not exceeding
$50m for vsl > 8000gt

unlimited

unlimited

unlimited

damages equal to
cost of all reason-
able and necessary
investigations and to
restock/replenish
fish and wildlife.

unlimited

unlimited (for costs
of restoration only)

tanker of 3,000gt or
less: greater of $2
million or $1,200/gt;
tanker > than 3,000gt:
greater of $10 million
or $1,200/gt; dry
cargo ship: greater of
$500,000 or $600/gt

gross negligence or wilful
misconduct within privity and
knowledge, gross or wilful
violation of safety, construct-
ion or operating rule; failure
to report a spill; failure to
cooperate in spill response

no specific provisions

not applicable

not applicable

not applicable

gross negligence or wilful
misconduct; failure to
cooperate in spill response

not applicable

gross negligence or wilful
misconduct; violation of
safety, construction or
operating rules; failure to
report a spill, to cooperate
in spill response, to cleanup

no specific provisions

usual defences but strict
conditions

usual defences

usual defences

none

usual defences

usual defences but strict
conditions

usual defences

usual defences but strict
conditions

usual  defences

strict

strict, joint and several

strict

public nuisance

strict

strict for state claims; negligence
or intentional for private claims

strict

strict

strict

strict

strict

shipowner, operator, demise
charterer

shipowner, operator, demise
charterer

shipowner, operator, demise
charterer, carrier, cargo owner

shipowner, operator, demise
charterer

person responsible for discharge

shipowner, operator

shipowner, operator, demise
charterer, person causing the
discharge

shipowner, operator, other
person who causes, allows, or
permits discharge

shipowner, operator

shipowner, operator, charter,
other person who otherwise
exercises control over vessel

person owning oil or having
control over oil
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unlimited (for
property damage
only)

unlimited

no recoverability

unlimited (negligence
required)

no recoverability

no recoverability

unlimited

unlimited

tanker of 3,000gt or less: greater of $2 million or $1,200/gt; 
tanker of more than 3,000gt: greater of $10 million or $1,200/gt; 
other vessel subject to OPA90: greater of $500,000 or $600/gt; 
other vessel not subject to OPA90: $300/gt

no specific provisions

no specific provisions

unlimited (for "other damage")

greater of 10m or $500/gt 

65

unlimited
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This is one of a series which aims to share the legal expertise within the
Club with our Members.  These charts were first produced in 1996.
They are updated from time to time as necessary.
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including guidance on the legal
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groups of the International Group of P&I
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Shanghainese.

Direct line: +44 207 204 2157
Email: chao.wu@thomasmiller.com

Disclaimer

This document provides an overview of certain laws and regulations relating to oil pollution risks in the USA. While every effort

has been made to ensure its accuracy, it is only a guide.  If you require formal legal advice, you should consult your lawyer.
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