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Hebei MSA
Notice Concerning Strengthen on the Implementation of the Agreement for Ship Pollution Response Administration Regime

All relevant units,

Pursuant to the Regulations of the People’s Republic of China on the Emergency Prevention and Handling of Marine Pollution Caused by Vessels (hereinafter referred to as “Regulations”) and the Detailed Rules of the Maritime Safety Administration of the People’s Republic of China on the Implementation of the Regime of Agreement for Ship Pollution Response (hereinafter referred to as “Detailed Rules”) as well as relevant documents and announcements, it is hereby notified relevant affairs for implementation of the agreement for ship pollution response administration regime as follows:

I. From January 1, 2012 on, ships that navigate or operate in waters under the jurisdictions of all the branch agencies of this MSA shall conclude the agreements for ship pollution response (ASPRs) with oil spill response organizations (OSROs). From January 1, 2012 on, all branch agencies shall base on relevant regulations to strengthen the examination and verification on the conclusion and fulfillment of ASPRs, and made relevant records in accordance with the attachment. From January 1, 2012 to March 1, 2012, ships that can not conclude ASPRs before entering a port shall submit writing explanations to the supervision and administration department of the local branch agency, and conclude ASPRs as required before handling formalities for leaving the port; from March 1, 2012 on, all ships shall conclude ASPRs in accordance with relevant provisions before entering a port or before commencing operations, otherwise the approval formalities for entering a port and commencement of operations will not be granted and corresponding treatments will be meted out strictly in accordance with relevant provisions.

II. All OSROs shall strictly observe requirements of relevant regulations and documents, and fulfill the ASPRs in a serious manner. Where an OSRO commits any act violating the Regulations or the concluded ASPR, once such act is found and verified, this MSA will mete out treatment in accordance with relevant provisions and circulate the same; where an OSRO is investigated and found as not meeting the qualification licensing conditions any more, this MSA will order such OSRO to rectify within time limit; if such OSRO refuses to rectify, its Oil Spill Response Organization Qualification Certificate shall be revoked.

III. The domestic operator of a ship (including the Owners and actual operator) shall directly conclude the ASPR with an OSRO; the foreign operator of a ship shall conclude the ASPR with an OSRO in accordance with the requirements of the P.R China MSA 2011 NO.3 Announcement.
IV. OSROs in the jurisdiction of Hebei shall submit the original concluded ASPRs to the maritime administration agency competent authority of their service areas for filing; ASPRs concluded on per voyage basis shall be submitted once a week and ASPRs concluded on per fixed term shall be timely submitted. Supervision and administration departments of all branch agencies shall, in the format of the attachment, report the situation of conclusion of ASPRs to the pollution prevention department of this MSA.
V. Relevant arriving ships shall present their concluded ASPRs to the corresponding maritime administration agency before handling the approval formality for entering or leaving the port, or for commencement of operations, and keep such ASPRs onboard for inspection.
VI. Alliance in Hebei jurisdiction formed by level-1 OSROs in Hebei jurisdiction shall be filed and published by this MSA in accordance with requirements in the P.R China MSA 2011 NO.3 Announcement; where level-1 OSROs beyond the jurisdiction of Hebei and level-1 OSROs in the jurisdiction of Hebei form a chained organization, such chained organization shall submit relevant materials to this MSA in accordance with requirements in the P.R China MSA 2011 NO.3 Announcement, and shall be filed and published by this MSA.

VII. OSROs in Hebei jurisdiction shall submit the charging standard for the retainer fee and the charging standard for the response fees to this MSA for filing, and may apply for the same to be published on the website of Oil Spill Prevention and Response (www.osp.cn). If the costs of ASPR finally charged by the OSRO after negotiation with the operator of an ship are not in consistent with the published charging standard, writing material shall be submitted to this MSA and the corresponding reasons shall be explained.

OSROs shall charge in accordance with requirements in the P.R China MSA 2011 NO.2 Announcement. Where there is act of maliciously raising up prices, forcing prices down, or even charging zero fees or act of applying different charging standards to foreign or domestic ship of same type and size, or act impeding the effective implementation of the agreement for ship pollution response regime, the maritime administration agency will mete out treatment in accordance with relevant provisions.

Matters not covered shall be implemented in accordance relevant regulations and superior documents.
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