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Further to our ALON 25th August 2015, in regards this topic, there has been a legal opinion by the Philippines 
Department of Justice (DoJ) dated 7th March 2016, which has now been promulgated by MARINA (Martime Industry 
Authority) in their Marine Advisory 2017-09. Both the MARINE circular and the DOJ opinion No8 are included below. 
 
We have been made aware in the past three weeks of many ship owners being in receipt of invocies from the local 
government of Zambales, charging those ship owners for the transit of their vessels through the coastal waters.  
 
It is clearly verified by both the Philippines Department of Justice (DoJ) and MARINA that these charges are not legal. 
 
 
“The Province of Zambales improperly exercised the State’s authority under section III, Part II of the United 
Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), given that P028 violates Article 26 (Charges which may be 
levied on foreign ships) of the same” 
 
MARINA advises that any concerns be made directly to them; 
 
Email address: oadm@marina.gov.ph 
 
 
 
Therefore shipowners are to ignore all requests from Zambales of charges for transiting the area 
 
 
 
Capt. Andy Malpass 
 
President & GM 
Pandiman Philippines 
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