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The US Government has issued a News Release stating that President Bush signed the Enhanced 
Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act of 2002 (H.R. 3525). The measure provides for the hiring 
of additional Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) inspectors and investigative personnel.  
 
It is of particular importance to the maritime industry, in that it directs the Attorney General to develop 
machine-readable, tamper-resistant visas and other travel and entry documents that use biometric 
identifiers. Vessels entering or departing the United States must provide to the INS arrival and 
departure manifests containing information regarding each passenger, crew member, and other 
occupant on board.  
 
The requirement to provide the manifests is effective immediately. The manifests are to be provided in 
electronic format beginning not later than January 1, 2003.  
 
For each person, the manifest shall include:  

 Complete name;  
 Date of birth;  
 Citizenship;  
 Sex;  
 Passport number and country of issuance;  
 Country of residence;  
 U.S. visa number, date, and place of issuance, where applicable;  
 Alien registration number, where applicable;  
 U.S. address while in the United States; and  
 Such other information as the Attorney General deems appropriate.  

 
The Attorney General has not, to date, issued any requirements for additional information to be 
included on these manifests.  
 
Vessels that refuse or fail to provide these manifests or that provide manifests known to not be accurate 
and full are subject to civil penalties and will not be granted clearance. 
 
 
 
 
 
Source of Information:  Holland and Knight Maritime Developments  

Their newsletter can be found via the Maritime Newsletter link on our 
website - www.ukpandi.com/  

  

Or direct at www.hklaw.com/maritimedev.asp?Subject=new  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/05/20020514-4.html
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=107_cong_bills&docid=f:h3525enr.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=107_cong_bills&docid=f:h3525enr.txt.pdf
http://www.ukpandi.com/
http://www.hklaw.com/maritimedev.asp?Subject=new
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