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Bulletin 722 - 10/10 - Whale activity update - USA

Following Bulletin 718 concerning whale activity off the coast of California, the
Association would like to inform Members of restrictions imposed by the NOAA Fisheries
Service as part of its Seasonal Management programme along the US East Coast.

Restrictions imposed by the NOAA require vessels to proceed at 10 knots or less in restricted
areas during specific times of the year. These restrictions apply to all vessels of 65ft (19.8m) or
greater in length.

Vessels are allowed to operate at speeds greater than 10kts, if necessary to maintain a safe
manoeuvring speed in areas where conditions severely restrict manoeuvrability. Any deviation
from the speed restriction should be entered in the logbook.

An information leaflet is attached to this bulletin which details the restricted areas advising the
date when they are in force. Restrictions will apply from November until April in the areas
designated as “Migratory Routes” and “Calving and Nursery Grounds”, full details and coordinates
can be found on page 2 of the attached document.

Source of information: Robert Shababb
Thomas Miller (Americas)
robert.shababb@thomasmiller.com
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Compliance Guide for Right Whale
Ship Strike Reduction Rule (50 CFR 224.105)

ATTENTION: All vessels greater than or equal to 65 ft (19.8 m) in

NO AA overall length and subject to the jurisdiction of the United States
and all vessels greater than or equal to 65 ft in overall length
FISHERIES entering or departing a port or place subject to the jurisdiction of

SERVICE the United States.
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If a deviation from the 10 knot speed January 1 - May 15 March 1 - April 30 April 1 - July 31
restriction is necessary, the following Includes all waters of Waters Bounded by: Waters Bounded by:
information must be entered into the Cape Cod Bay with 42°04'56.5"N 070°12'W 42°30'N, 069°45'W
loghook: Northern Boundary of 42°12'N, 070°12'W 42°30'N, 067°27'W
- Reasons for deviation 42°04'56.5"N, 070°12'W to 42°12'N, 070°30'W 42°09'N, 067°08'24"W
4 Speed at which vessel is Dperated 42 2|N, 070°12'W 42u30IN, 070°30'W 41 OGO'N, 069°05'W
- Latitude and |9ngitude at time of deviation then due WBSt baGk tO SI'IOTE 42030IN, 069"45'W 41 D4U‘N, 069°45'W
- Time and duration of deviation 41°40'N, 069°45'W then back to starting pt.
- Master of the vessel shall sign and date then due west back to shore.

the loghook entry The rule does not apply to waters inshore of COLREGS lines.
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Mid-Atlantic U.S. Seasonal Management Areas
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A 34°10'30"N  077°49'12"W A
B 33°56'42"N  077°31'30"W ;
C 33°36'30"N  077°47'06"W Brunswick
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E’gp:ﬁwww.nmfs.no?aﬁgovtl p.ﬁfShlpSfHkE The rule does not apply to waters inshore of COLREGS lines,
p://nero.noaa.gov/shipstrike ;

https//rightwhalessouth,mfs.noaa.gov Uholun'tary Dylnamlc Management Areas (DMAS) may also be established by NOAA

Fisheries Service. Mariners are encouraged to avoid these areas or reduce speeds to
10 knots or less while transiting through these areas. NOAA Fisheries Service will

announce DMAs to mariners through its customary maritime communication media.

This serves as NOAA's small entity compliance guide. OMB Control #0648-0580
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