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UK P&I Club advises on actions shipowners can take in the event of stowaways  

 
Stowaways onboard ships can often be a cause of significant costs for 
shipowners. Amanda Hastings, UK P&I Club Claims Executive, reviews 
shipowners’ liabilities and advises on the relevant actions to take to reduce 
incidents of stowaways: 
 
“With the migrant crisis in the Mediterranean and the media attention this continues to 
receive, it is often easy to forget that the problem of stowaways is still a very real problem for 
shipowners. The majority of these stowaways are finding more creative ways in which to 
board ships. 
 
“In addition to conducting thorough stowaway searches in accordance with the ship’s ISPS 
Code compliant security plan, and being vigilant whilst in port, additional precautions may 
need to be taken due to ship design: 
 

• Ships with a design that leaves the rudder trunk exposed should consider retrofitting 
bars across the rudder trunk. This will help deter stowaways from entering the ship, 
as it will block the access route. 

• When a stowaway is discovered, their presence must be made known to the owners, 
port agents and the UK Club. The stowaway and the area where he or she was 
discovered should be searched and findings noted/photographed. Stowaways should 
be questioned and a stowaway questionnaire filled out. 

• The Master should also produce a statement of the incident, confirming whether or 
not preventative procedures were followed. Some jurisdictions, such as Brazil, will 
require a sworn translation of this document in advance of the ship’s arrival. 

 
“Although there is currently no international regime dealing exclusively with stowaways, there 
are several international instruments that apply. These include the UN Declaration on Human 
Rights, the European Convention on Human Rights and the FAL Convention.  Shipowners 
should take care to ensure that stowaways are not subject to degrading or inhumane 
treatment whilst on board, and should be provided with water, food, clothing, medical 
treatment (if required) and accommodation. 
 
“Shipowners should also be aware of the potential costs of disembarking stowaways, for 
example in Brazil, a straightforward repatriation can cost upwards of US$30,000 per 
stowaway. This figure can quickly increase if the stowaway is detained for any particular 
length of time. Costs for shipowners can also be incurred, depending on the jurisdiction, 
though immigration fines, medical testing, police escorts, cost of travel documents, detention 
costs and repatriation expenses such as flights and additional clothes.  
 
“Stowaways can often result in unexpected expenses for shipowners and the issue is unlikely 
to go away. As ship security improves, stowaways will find more creative ways of boarding 
ships. If a stowaway is discovered once the ship has left port, dependent on location, 
shipowners may find it more cost effective to return to port and disembark the stowaway 
there, rather than risk higher costs in other jurisdictions, such as Brazil.” 
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Notes to editors 
 
The UK P&I Club is a leading provider of P&I insurance and other services to the international 
shipping community. Established in 1865 the UK P&I Club insures over 225 million tonnes of 
owned and chartered shipping through its international offices and claims network. ‘A 
(Stable)’ rated by Standard & Poor’s with free reserves and hybrid capital of $559m the UK 
P&I Club is renowned for its specialist skills and expertise which ensure ‘best in class’ 
underwriting, claims handling and loss prevention services. 
 
The UK P&I Club is managed by Thomas Miller, an independent and international insurance, 
professional and investment services provider. 
 
www.ukpandi.com 
 
Thomas Miller 
Thomas Miller is an independent and international provider of insurance, professional and 
investment services.  
 
Founded in 1885, Thomas Miller’s origins are in the provision of management services to 
mutual organisations, particularly in the international transport and professional indemnity 
sectors; where today they manage a large percentage of the foremost insurance mutuals. 
Thomas Miller also manages insurance facilities for all the self-employed barristers in 
England & Wales, as well as trustees of pension schemes, patent agents and housing 
associations.  
 
Principal activities include: 
 
 Management services for transport and professional indemnity insurance mutuals 
 Investment and wealth management for institutions and private clients 
 Professional services 
 Building defects insurance 
 
www.thomasmiller.com 
 
 


